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End of Term 
 

19 September 
2:00 p.m.  
dismissal 

_____ 
 
 

Term 4 begins 
 

 6 October 2008 
9:00 a.m. 
______ 

 
6 Oct.  - 10 Oct. 
Literacy Week 

_____ 
 

8 October 
Zone Athletics 

_____ 
 

Future  
Curriculum 

Days 
 

3 November 
 

19 December 
_____ 
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ABSENCES 
We have had a very high level of illness over the last week which has been reflected in many schools around 
the area. This has impacted on our results but we have still had a grade which has managed three days with 
100% attendance out of five. This is a great effort and I congratulate grade 5/6S2 on a fantastic result. With 
respect to grade replacements, when a teacher is ill we do try to replace teachers when we can. However, we 
can at times, have many teachers away on the one day and cannot replace all of them, in which case we will 
split children across their grade levels. 
 
PARENT OPINION SURVEY  
Thank you to all the parents who responded to the survey as it will give us other data to form future direction. I 
did follow up with parents who hadn’t returned the survey and I am pleased to report that most parents 
completed the survey and returned it. Last year our response rate was only 44% which reflects poorly on our 
school community. This year our response rate is 78% which is a huge improvement and I hope reflects the 
value that our community places on education. This along with improvements in absence data indicates to me 
that we don’t have to accept current performance and can indeed influence positive improvements around the 
school. 
 
CLASS OF ROCK 
Wow, three sell out performances and a production we can all be proud of. We were all able to laugh and 
reminisce as we heard songs from the past. As you would understand an enormous effort is required to stage a 
performance like this and Mr Davies wanted to mention some students in particular. 
Last weekend, when setting up, Matt Parker, Matt Bruinsma and Aaron King spent their Sunday helping us set 
up and paint props for the play. Then again on Monday afternoon both Matts were here for a couple of hours to 
assist with finishing touches. Furthermore, on Friday night, after the play Matt Parker stayed until 10.15pm to 
help clear the set and pack up. 
 
On Saturday the big clean up with all the main cast occurred, Matt Parker, Matt Bruinsma, Natalie Szkolar, 
Rick Partridge & Luke Vilarino spent at least one hour helping to clear  away chairs, costumes and clean up the 
music room. The two Matts once again spent the entire day and worked exceptionally hard to have the rooms 
and corridors clear. 
 
Not only did they do an incredible job as the lead actors – but to also spend extra time is very honourable. 
 
Of course all of this would have been impossible without the dedication and commitment of Chris Davies who 
guided, Gai Robb, Gemma McCormick, Carly Foat, Matthew Payne, Janette Mills, Cathy Dobson and Jenny 
Black who worked together tirelessly to achieve Chris’s vision. They were also ably supported by all the staff 
at Maramba who assisted in some way. It was a fantastic team effort giving many children an opportunity to do 
something they had never done before, and I am sure will provide both children and parents with many fond 
memories. 
 
ISN’T IT GREAT WHEN ………………………. children absolutely love learning and want to share 
their learning with you. Last week a boy in grade two came up to share how he could break up one dollar into 
many different coin combinations such as – 5x20 cents, 10x10 cents, 50 +50 cents and so on. He could not be 
tricked and when I moved onto $2 he was able to transfer his knowledge so that he could tell me that there are 
40 five cents coins in $2. Please take a moment to share these times with your children and remember that 
money is a great way to consolidate mathematical skills as we are all interested in money.  �
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A very special ‘Thank You’ to some students..... 
Matt Parker, Matt Bruinsma & Aaron King spent Sunday 31 August helping Mr Davies and his crew set 
up and paint props for the school production ‘Class of Rock.’ These students were part of the main cast 
which meant that they had already spent many hours learning lines, songs and rehearsing. 
 
On Monday 8 September, all the main cast (Matt Parker, Matt Bruinsma, Natalie Szkolar, Rick Partridge 
& Luke Vilarino) spent at least one hour helping to clear the corridors of chairs and costumes and then 
cleaned up the Music room. Matt Parker & Matt Bruinsma spent the entire day working exceptionally hard 
to have the rooms and corridors clear. The extra time spent cleaning up, after all their excellent work 
performing in the play, was very honourable. We are lucky to have such mature Grade 6 students, who 
work to improve things for everyone. 
 
RESILIENCE and OPTIMISM (Part 2) 
Professor Martin Seligman from the University of Pennsylvania is a psychologist and author of more than 
20 books on resilience and wellbeing. Here are some more of his tips to add to those that were in last 
week’s newsletter: 

· Parents pass on their own explanatory style to their children. How do you respond to adversity? Do 
you catastrophise (imagine the worst) and play the same negative tape over and over in your mind? 
Practise changing it to a positive tape. 

· Examine your own relationships. Seligman says it is whether couples can celebrate each others’ 
success, rather than how much they fight, that predicts divorce. 

· Emotional and social intelligence matters more in the workplace than IQ – optimism and self 
confidence are crucial. 

· Point out positive stories about life as an antidote to all the negative information students receive. 
· Foster a sense of curiosity and wonder about life. This can be lost as we age. 
· Encourage your children to find something they are passionate about and become absorbed in. �
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HIGH JUMP DISCUS 

AGE BOYS GIRLS  AGE BOYS GIRLS 

10 Years Corey Mitchell 6th  Chloe Jackson 4th  10 Years Cameron Thompson 3rd Sherridan Murphy 3rd 

11 Years Antonio Vailoaloa 4th Ashleigh Johnson 8th  11 Years Matt Hodgson 1st Charlotte Cuschieri 4th 

12 Years Douglas Taramai 3rd Shantelle Hogan 4th  12 Year  Jake Alway 4th Lauren Davis 6th 

LONG JUMP  1500 METRES 

AGE BOYS GIRLS  AGE BOYS GIRLS 

10 years Brandon Allen 3rd Tianah Salim 4th  10 Years Brandon Hogan  4th Sharnice Daniels 3rd 

11 Years Antonio Vailoaloa 8th Jordan Reynolds 4th  11 Years Tate Broadbent 4th Jocelyn Montecinos 4th 

12 Years Douglas Taramai 2nd Simran Singh  8th  12 Years Matt Olding  6th Shannon Carruthers 8th 

TRIPLE JUMP  800 METRES 

AGE BOYS GIRLS  AGE BOYS GIRLS 

10 Years Nadun Rajapaksa 5th  Chloe Jackson 3rd  10 Years Nadun Rajapaksa 6th Sharnice Daniels 3rd 

11 Years Hayden Ross 2nd Emily Johnstone 3rd  11 Years  Tate Broadbent 5th Jocelyn Montecinos 3rd 

12 Year Nick Tagliabue 7th  Taylah Budd 3rd  12 Years Jack Day 4th Shantelle Hogan 8th 

SHOT PUT  200 METERS 

AGE BOYS GIRLS  AGE BOYS GIRLS 

10 Year Trevor Hosea 4th Sherridan Murphy 3rd  10 Years Luke Coad 2nd Chloe Jackson 1st 

11 Year Josh Lorimer 1st Jordan Reynolds 4th  11 Years  Vince Manuel 4th Jocelyn Montecinos 4th 

12 Year Jake Alway 3rd Lauren Davis 6th  12 Years  Dean Leskie 3rd  Shantelle Hogan 5th 

HURDLES  4 X 100 METERS RELAY 

AGE BOYS GIRLS  AGE BOYS 7th Place GIRLS 2nd Place 

10 Year Luke Coad 5th Rochelle Rabba 2nd  10 Years Luke Coad Chloe Jackson 

11 Year Jake Cowan 4th Jordan Reynolds 5th   Brandon Hogan Emily Johnstone 

12 Years Douglas Taramai 4th Simran Singh 5th    Vimukthi Dewage Rochelle Rabba 

     Nadun Rajapaksa Rebecca Flynn 

4 X 100 METERS RELAY  

AGE BOYS 4th Place GIRLS 4th Place  AGE BOYS 4th Place GIRLS 5th Place 

11 Years Jake Archer Tanisha Spiteri  12 Years Douglas Taramai Shantelle Hogan  

 Tate Broadbent Emily Johnstone   Nick Tagliabue Taylah Budd 

 Hayden Ross Katarina Mihalic   Dean Leskie Nashatha Hengodaga 

 Vince Manuel Jocelyn Montecinos   Justin Pum Simran Singh 

4 X 100 METERS RELAY 

DISTRICT ATHLETICS REPORT 
On Wednesday 3 September, Maramba competed at the Edwin Flack District Athletics Carnival at Ross Reserve in 

Noble Park.   There were 7 other schools competing. They were: Berwick Primary, Berwick Lodge, Brentwood 
Park,  Kilberry Valley, Beacon Hills, Narre Warren Sth P-12, and Pakenham Consolidated. 

The day was exciting, with 3 Maramba competitors going on to the Zone  
Athletics.  We also had many silver and bronze medal winners on the day. 

The Zone Carnival will be held on October 8th. 
Good Luck to Josh Lorimer in Shot Put, Matt Hodgson in Discus, and Chloe Jackson in the 200 meter sprint.   



DOVETON SHOW 
Where:  Myuna Farm, Kidds Road, Doveton  
      (Mel ref 90 H7) 
When:   Sunday 21st September 2008 
Time:     10am – 4pm 
Cost:       Gold coin donation 
Parking:  We encourage people to walk or catch 
public transport as there will only be disabled 
parking available on site. If driving please park at 
either the Robert Booth Reserve (adjacent to 
Myuna Farm) or Betula Reserve (opposite Myuna 
Farm). Please follow marked pedestrian access to 
the Farm. Details:   
www.dovetonshow.org.au  or 9706 9944 
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C21st Learning and the National Curriculum 
 

FREE PUBLIC FORUM 
Monday 10 November  2008 

 
This is a free, ticketed event, seats are limited. 

Forum will be held 4:30 - 5.50 pm at  
Arthur Streeton Auditorium, Sofitel, 

25 Collins Street Melbourne. 
Attendees must be seated by 4:15 pm. 

To register, visit  
http://www.curriculum.edu.au/conference/2008/

default.asp?id=24769  
 



LOTE 




