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29 August 

Gr. 6 
Graduation 

Photo 
9:00 am 
_____ 

1 September 
Giant Walk 

2pm 
_____ 

2 September 
Fathers Day 

Stall 
_____  

3/4 September 
Mathletics 

Comp. 
_____ 

4 September 
P/1 swimming 

_____ 
5 September  

Gr. 1  
Camp night 

_____ 
 

Future  
Curriculum 

Days 
 

3 November 
 

19 December 
_____ 

�����������	��	
��
�������������������	�
�����
�������������
�

����

 �������	��������������	��	
�����	�
���
�������
���� 
�����

������
����	
���������� ���������	
��


��
�

KID’S CONFERENCE  
Shantelle Hogan, Matt Olding and Matt Parker presented their solution to developing the fitness level of our 
students to the staff on Monday night. It was a very thorough presentation and staff were impressed with the 
way the children confidently handled themselves, and clearly explained the process they went through to arrive 
at the solution. Gemma McCormick capably led them through the process and will be there to guide them 
through their final presentation to the cluster. Well done to all concerned and another fantastic learning 
experience for the children of Maramba. 
ABSENCES 
Our best result over the last week was grade 5/6S2 which recorded a total of 3 days of 100% attendance over 
the week. Our next best result with two days are grade PP7 and 1HQ14 who have figured often in our best 
grades. Congratulations to the above grades but the other trend that we need to be excited about is the 
decreasing number of late children. When this was last reported on we had 100 children late across the school 
for the week and this week we had 52. What a fantastic improvement but let’s see if we can reduce that number 
further over the coming weeks. As a community we are improving our attendance and this is an extremely 
positive trend which we can all celebrate, well done. 
SPELLING BEE 
On Monday night four of our children competed in the Gippspell competition at Beaconhills College. Our 
grade six team was represented by Shreya Suresh and Rukshan Muthukuda while Thomas Gilbert and Onila 
Peiris represented the grade five team. They all performed extremely well in a very demanding situation and 
were fantastic ambassadors for the school. Thanks to Maree Barry, Marilyn van Diemen and Liz Heading for 
attending on the night and showing their support for our representatives. 
SCHOOL COUNCIL REPORT. 
Last week’s meeting focused on the future direction of the school and involved looking at current data to 
inform that direction. We were able to identify some areas for improvement based upon trends across the three 
reports. The three reports are the school connectedness survey which looks at how grade five and six children 
feel about their school, staff opinion survey and the parent opinion survey. 
 
In comparing the surveys we found that some areas were not as high across all surveys. One of these areas is 
student safety which deals with bullying as an issue. As soon as bullying is mentioned it does become 
emotional and we need to be sure that instances identified are bullying issues and not disagreements. Although 
we deal with both at school, our process for bullying behaviour is very different. 
When we have a bullying issue identified, the parents of all parties are contacted so that we can make it very 
clear to the bully that their behaviour has been identified and that is affecting many people. We also make it 
very clear that it is not to continue and ask that we are notified when it does, so that appropriate consequences 
can apply. 
 
When these issues are raised with children, they certainly become more aware of it, and can identify when they 
are not feeling safe. This is a real positive step as long as they learn to deal with the problem. Developing 
resilience in children is of paramount importance to their continued emotional growth. 
We treat the safety of children as most important and welcome any concerns you may have. 
 
ISN’T IT GREAT WHEN ………………………. 
We have the opportunity to celebrate the great events which happen at Maramba, as we did at Monday’s 
assembly, where we had past Olympian, Helen Denman present medals to our winning teams. We also had the 
Mayor of Casey, Janet Halsall present Edwin Flack medals for excellence in sport to Jake Alway and Shantelle 
Hogan. Congratulations to every body who received medals but also to the whole school community who were 
involved in the Maramba Olympics, as your total commitment is what makes it truly successful. On behalf of 
the school community could I thank Gai Robb and her team for organising the opening and closing 
ceremonies, as well as Helen Denman. Could I also thank Scott Hunter for organising the actual games.�
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Big Brother Big Sister Program 
Once again some of our Grade 5 and 6 students are participating in the Big Brother Big Sister Program with 
Eumemmerring Secondary College, working with Year 9 students. 
 
There are many benefits for both the senior and junior students. They include: 

· Enhanced engagement and empowerment through ‘real life’ tasks and responsibilities 
· Leadership opportunities 
· Opportunity to develop communication and social skills 
· Opportunity to be involved with a program which benefits the community, and develops their sense of 

citizenship 
· Strengthen contact with our local secondary school, and act in a different role in a school setting 

 
The secondary students are trained to work with the younger students. The program is part of the Physical, Personal 
and Social Learning strand of the curriculum, focusing on Heath & PE, Interpersonal Development, Personal 
Learning and Civics & Citizenship.  This semester they have cooked a BBQ lunch for our students, given them a 
tour of the secondary school, assisted our students prepare fruit sticks and decorated biscuits, and have worked in 
our students’ classrooms. Future sessions will include computer activities, a picnic in the park, fitness activities and 
hopefully a visit to the City of Casey offices.  

The Giant Walk – Australia’s Guinness World Record Attempt 
To break the record, we need over 231, 635 Australians to walk at 2pm on 1st September 2008 throughout Australia. 
As a ‘Go For Your Life’ school, Maramba is getting right behind the event. We invite all parents to come along and 
participate in this record breaking walk. For more information, go to www.thegiantwalk.com.au�
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Planet Savers Tip:  
 
Eat what you buy, don’t waste it! 
 
In 2004, Australians threw away a total of $5.3 billion 
on all forms of food.  
This shocking statistic includes: 
�  $2.9 billion worth of fresh food 
�  $630 million worth of uneaten take-away food 
�  $876 million in leftovers 
�  $596 million of unfinished drinks and 
�  $241 million of frozen food. 
 
These figures come from 'Wasteful Consumption in 
Australia', a report published by The Australia Institute 
in 2005. Throwing food away costs more than just the 
money you paid for it, you're also wasting all the water, 
energy and other resources that went in to producing 
the food in the first place.  
 
Think about what you need and use what's in the fridge, 
freezer or pantry before you eat out or get take away. 
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FATHERS DAY STALL 
 

Once again the fantastic team from 
F.O.M. have organised a Fathers 
Day Stall which will be held on 

Tuesday 2 September. 
 

Each child will be able to purchase 2 
items from a range priced between  

$1 and $4.   
 

Please send your child with an  
environmentally friendly bag to 

carry home their purchases. 
 

BLUE LIGHT DISCO 
 

SATURDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 
 

Berwick Leisure Centre 
Manuka Road, Berwick 

 
Students in years 5 to 8 only. 

 
6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

 
$10 each 

All enquiries to  
Narre Warren Police Station 

9705 3111 



LOTE 



PHYS. ED. REPORT 
On Wednesday 20th August 22 students from grade 3-4 represented Maramba at a Melbourne Victory 5-a 
side soccer competition. The teams were: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All the players performed well demonstrating great skill and team work. There was no ladder kept for the 
day as the focus was on fun and participation, but of the 14 games played by Maramba we lost just the 1. 
Congratulations to Nicholas Dimitrievski for winning the boys goal shooting competition and Chelsea 
Vilarino for coming runner up in the girls juggling competition. 
Thanks to Narelle Graham, Ross Zear, Jasmin Bourke and Mrs Shaw-Dennis for assisting on the day. 
SCOTT HUNTER 

Boys Team Mixed Team Girls Team  

Brandon Hogan  Madhushi Muthukuda Chloe Jackson 

Nicholas Dimitrievski Millard Keshtiar Emily Johnson 

Charlie Mavroulis James McCarron Sarah Halm 

Vimukthi Dewage Blake Rogers Libby Robinson 

Sulaiman Darwish Jorja Driscoll Tianah Salim 

Kyle Graham Shama Mahawaduge Chelsea Vilarino 

Tyson Graham Ibraham M.Shah  

Brandon Allen   

THE SCORES FOR EACH GAME WERE: 

Boys Overall scores Mixed overall scores Girls overall scores 

Game 1: 6-1                                   Game 1: 4-1                                      Game 1: 2-0 

Game 2: 11-0                                 Game 2: 1-0                                     Game 2: 5-0 

Game 3: 2-3                                   Game 3: 0-0                                     Game 3: 1-1 

Game 4: 3-2                                  Game 4: 4-1                                      Game 4: 3-0 

Game 5: 3-2                                  Game 5: 2-1               


��
���
������������
������������������

����
Michelle’s Mum made her birthday cake.   

It was decorated with clowns and candles around  
the edge.  First the candles were placed around the 
edge of the cake and in between each candle was a 
clown.  Five clowns were put on the cake.  How old 

was Michelle? 

 
Answer …………….          
 
 
Name ………………..……….          
 
 
Grade………… 

Moonlit Sanctuary Spring School Holidays  
Young Ranger Program 

 

Environmental Activities, Native Animal Care,  
Fun and Games in September/October 2008. 

 
Monday 22nd, Wednesday 24th, Friday 26th  

Monday 29th, Wednesday 1st, Friday 3rd  
 

Cost: $36.00 per day, $94.50 for 3 days. 
Bookings essential - suitable 8-14 years. 

 
Hours: 10AM �  3PM   

 
Bring a packed lunch and wear closed-toe shoes  

and long pants. 
 

Moonlit Sanctuary 
550 Tyabb-Tooradin Rd, Pearcedale 

Ph. 5978-7935 
Web: www.pearcedale.com 

Open daily between 11am and 5pm 
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Ticket prices are $12 per adult, $5 per child or $30 per family.   
 

A family is defined as two adults and up to 3 children (primary age or younger).   
PLEASE NOTE: a child ticket allows for the child to sit on mats at the front of the venue. 

Chairs are not allocated for these tickets.   
If you would like your child to sit on a chair, or in the tiered seating, an adult ticket must be 

purchased.  If you would prefer to sit up the back on tiered seating, please indicate on  
your order form. 

 
THE ONLY WAY TO PURCHASE TICKETS IS BY USING THIS O RDER FORM — 

NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR. 
 

To purchase tickets, please return the form below with your payment, in a sealed envelope, 
labelled Ticket Money For ‘Class of Rock’. 

If you wish to view seating arrangements, please see Mrs Robb after 3:20 p.m. 
��� � ————————————————————————————————————-- 
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Student Name: ……………………………………………………..  Room No: ……….….. 
 
Indicate number of tickets required: 
 
  ………. Adult ($12 each)  ………. Children ($5 each) Seated on mats. 
         (Primary school age or younger) 
 
  ………. Family ($30)  ………. Adults  and ………. Children on mat. 
 
Tiered seating Preferred:    Yes / No   (please circle) 
 
Circle Day Required:    
   Wednesday 3 September      Thursday 4 September    Friday 5 September 
 
I have enclosed $ ……………..  being the total amount for the tickets I have ordered. 
 
Signature of Parent/Guardian: …………………………………………  Date: ……………….. 

Tickets for the 2008 School  
Production are still available.    

 
With only a few tickets remaining for  

Friday’s performance, please indicate an  
alternative evening. 

There are still seats available for  
Wednesday and Thursday evening.  DVD’s will be available to 

order.  Forms will be in next 
week’s newsletter. 



Mr Simmons – Matthew Parker 
Mr Simmons is the ex-rocker become music teacher.  He is a relaxed teacher who 
enjoys his hard rock music.  I’ve had to give up a lot of play time and rewards 
time for rehearsal.  It’s been a challenge to learn my songs on the guitar.  I like 
playing the character of Mr Simmons because I get a lot of attention.  At the 
Cluster Soiree I was very nervous and scared when I had to sing “Living on A 
Prayer”.  Now I’m better prepared having so many people looking at me.  I’m 
looking forward to the performances and all the free time I’ll get back. 

Zack – Luke Vilarino 
Zack is the quiet, studious guitar player.  
He writes his own song which the band 
performs.  Luke has spent extra time  
rehearsing his music pieces and enjoys 
“jamming” with the band. 

Katie – Natalie Szkolar 
Katie plays the bass and cello.  She  
enjoys being in the band and is keen to 
rock!  I’ve enjoyed “jamming” with other 
instruments and being part of a band.  

Lawrence – Matthew Bruinsma 
Lawrence is a nerdy kid who thinks he 
is not cool enough for the band.   I like 
the lines I have and have only learnt the 
keyboard in the past three months, so 
that’s been a challenge. 

Freddy – Rick Partridge 
Freddy is the drummer, who always 
thinks he’s the best at everything, which 
makes him “the man!”.  I was nervous 
performing at the Hallam Theatre for the 
Cluster Soiree and now I’m really  
looking forward to the play. 

Summer – Emma Jaeschke 
Summer is the Head of the Class.  She is 
a bossy confident student.  I’ve enjoyed 
meeting the cast and making new friends.  
I think it will look pretty good on the  
performance nights and will be rather 
scary,  but a lot of fun at the same time. 

Wayne – Aaron Legge 
Garth – Aaron King 
Wayne and Garth are funny 
characters.  They are hosts of 
“Narre’s Got Talent”.  It’s been 
fun and our favourite parts are 
pretending to speak French and 
creating silly emotion on stage. 

Principal – Emily Bolitho 
Ms Mullens is a strict teacher 
and is a prim and proper  
person. I have a lot more lines 
than I thought I would and my 
character is very different to 
how I thought a principal 
would act. 




