28 July - 8 Aug
Gr. 5 Bike Ed
30 July
The Ned Show

31 July

Prep/Gr. 1
Swimming

Westpac Maths

D

Future
Curriculum
Days

3 November
19 December

On the 18 of July Matt Parker, Shantelle Hogan, Monica DahslJordan Reynolds, Matt Oldin

Matt Hodgson, Luke Vilarino, Emily Bolitho and MrslcCormick went to the Kids Conference.

had the pleasure of attending the last sessiohisfctuster initiative and was impressed with
involvement of the children. They were very capdbly by their teacher Gemma McCormick ar
look forward to this most exciting project coming ftuition. It will also link extremely well witk
our Go for Your Life Accreditation which Gemma wiastrumental in attaining. It is pleasing to
the number of opportunities children are given ¢évalop their leadership skills and their ability
make the most of every opportunity. There is ahiertreport by the children in this edition of
newsletter which | would encourage you to haveok k.

ABSENCES

It has been noted that there is an upward trenstudent absences. This is an area we ne
address as a school community, as it does impach whildren’'s learning and their soc
interaction in school. There has been a state-wiiliative to improve attendance as studies h
clearly indicated that excellent attendance wiltdha positive impact on children’s achievement
ability to develop relationships.

It is not my intention that children come to schaien they are not well. In fact, this can actu
prolong their illness and therefore affect thearféng once again. However, it is my intention
we create a culture where attendance is seen aspamtant part of learning. We understand
learning is developmental so if children miss s@wperiences it can impact upon their progr
Naturally, we as a school would like to give yohil@ every learning opportunity possible, so ple
support us by ensuring that their attendance andtpality is excellent.

Just to give you an idea, here are today’s stedisiVe have a total of 54 children away which me
our absence rate is around 8%. We have three gretleperfect attendance, so congratulation
1HQ14, 2P15 and 4G26 for achieving the perfectesddfe also have 7 grades with only one ¢
away. | hope you can work with us to improve thisl 8o that we can achieve the best pos
educational and social outcomes for your child.

SCHOOL COUNCIL REPORT
Firstly, could | thank the number of volunteers wéupport our school through School Cour
Friends of Maramba and assisting around the schithl sporting events, reading, excursia
camps, swimming and classroom activities. Withdwirt help it would be extremely difficult
effectively run some programs around the school.

Last night School Council had a water savers reporn Mr Gouge’s grade, who have be
responsible for discovering a leak in our groundhctv is currently wasting water. Through th
monitoring of water usage they were able to discdbhe leak early thereby minimising wa
wastage. All three boys; Aadarsh Kumar, Jordan @hemd Jacob Lorimer spoke confidently ¢
clearly outlined their class project. They wereradd to both their parents and Mr Gouge Vv
directed them so well.

lelephone 9796 7

150 Facsimile 9704 0029 Email maramba.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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The staff had a most successful day on Tuesdayimgkith our educational consultant Lyn Watts. Lyn
is providing guidance and support for our teacletbeir work to achieve our Strategic Plan godis o
o Improvement in achievement for Literacy & Numeracy

o Improved teaching strategies to better engage ays b

0 Better integration of ICT in curriculum

o0 Better outcomes for our English as a Second Largyjieayners
o Continued improvements in student management atfdnee
Much of the day was spent looking at our Oral Laggiprogram. As our children will be living in a
world where short term contracts are the normidbeskills for 2020 according to employers are:
0 Oral communication

o Ability to influence others

0 Excellent interpersonal skills

We are teaching our students 3 main types of talk:
1. Social talk

2. Talk for learning

3. Scripted talking/presentations

‘Circle Time’ is a very important component of baibr Social Skills and Literacy programs. This very
directed, structured talking time develops studenisressive language skills and is an important teay
build a sense of community in classrooms. Studeat® the opportunity to solve problems together and
develop better thinking skills and these experisrem@mplement our “You Can Do It program.

Lyn has also shown us how to use a vast array af n€sources(Information & Communications
Technology) such as DVDs, video clips and intetimis to encourage students to talk about a pdaticu
focus, and then plan and share their writing.

We look forward to working with Lyn again in Octale one of our staff meetings.
Cardinia House Reward

Thank you to the Friends of Maramba parents whedatahe cold weather yesterday to hand out icy
poles to Cardinia students in recognition of thiest semester win in our house competition.
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Planet Savers Tip:
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4
g Heating and cooling efficiently - Avoid over-coddjior overheating your home.
0
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P A change of just one degree between the temperasicke your home and outside alters energy P

consumption levels and greenhouse pollution byoul0f6. Ensure that the thermostat is located ﬁc

an internal wall, and for optimal living set itatemperature between 18°C to 21°C in winter & 2

to 27°C in summer. g

P with whatever heating or cooling system you havdy beat or cool the rooms you are using, and?
don't leave your system running when you leaventhese. Also, dress for the weather - don't turn @le
D heater on if you're wearing shorts and a t-shirt! X
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E.M.A. SEMESTER TWO UPDATE Have you lost a Bike

If you have a health care card or pension card hwwas valid on
14 July 2008, you are able to apply for If so, please come and see

Education Maintenance Allowance.

This is a means-tested allowance given by the gowent to assist  couple of bikes and a scooter.
families with the costs of sending their childrersthool.

Application forms are available form the office amd require your Maybe one is yours?
card for photocopying. 23 . .

Families who successfully applied in Semester Qaaat required Y o) > “:',
to reapply. Please advise the office if you aréomger eligible. ’! - %ma %

or a Scooter?

Mrs Peterken, as we have found a

COMING
SOON:

3I’d 4th & 5th
September.
7.00pm start.

The S.R.C. has selected the next charity they witkédyou to
help them support with a gold coin donation.

Friday 1% August 2008
Jeans for Genes Day raises much needed fundsddChitdren’s
Medical Research Institute (CMRI). Scientistshet CMRI delve
deep into the workings of our cells to discover houwr gene
work and how faults in our genes cause diseaseprégent th
researchers are working on diseases which inclDA&ICER,
EPILEPSY and EYE DISORDERS. One in 20 children
in Australia has a genetic disorder and the rebeasc
are working hard to find causes and cures. This is
the 5¢" anniversary of the CMRI and they need our
going support to find even more cures and trea \
for genetic diseases.
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DOES YOUR CHILD SUFFER
FROM ASTHMA?

As part of the Asthma Friendly Schools
Programme, run by Asthma Victoria, we are

Plan on file for each child who we have been

notified has asthma.

need to be completed in conjunction
with your doctor.

bay like all other medications.

provided for your child, the school will use the

13°4

call an ambulance if it is deemed necessary

We ask that these requirements be met, so we
best able to care for your child as needed.

Forms are available from the school office and

If an Asthma Management Plan has not been

standard asthma first aid , and reserves the toght

required to have a current Asthma Management

Students are expected to keep their puffers
with them. Puffers are not stored in the sick

are












