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Curriculum 
Day 

 
Tuesday July 22 

is a  
Curriculum Day.  
No children at 

school. 
_____ 

 
23 July 
Finance 

Committee  
7:00 p.m. 

 
School Council 

Meeting 
7:30 p.m. 

_____ 
 

24 July 
Prep / One 
Swimming 

_____ 
 
 
 
 

Future 
Curriculum 

Days 
 

3 November 
19 December 

_____ 
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I know that you have already been informed of my appointment last term but could I 
take this opportunity to introduce myself. During the course of my teaching career I 
have been involved in a range of very different schools, from rural schools of 52 
children, to my most recent school which had 940 children. I have also been a 
physical education teacher, an intervention teacher and an Assistant Principal in 
two schools with a range of responsibilities. This has given me quite a vast 
background in the area of education and I hope this enables me to be aware of the 
challenges faced by teachers in providing the best possible educational outcomes 
for your children. 
 
During the staff meeting on Monday night we did an exercise where we identified all 
the good things that happen at Maramba. It was pleasing to note that engaging 
curriculum, the vast range of extra curricular activities, the fantastic grounds, 
emphasis on sustainability and the cooperative staff planning to meet children 
needs were all highlighted. These were seen as some of the strengths and would 
no doubt be evident to you as parents. 
 
I have had the opportunity to visit some classrooms and be visited by some children 
who shared their work with me. It was apparent that they were excited by what they 
were doing and could tell me why they were doing a particular activity, and what 
purpose it served. The children were all extremely well mannered and exhibited 
excellent listening skills which were being taught extremely well in the prep area. 
 
We have just received notification that we are an accredited Go for Your Life School 
which is a just reward for 18 months of hard work. As you are probably aware 
childhood obesity and the decline in children’s fitness are two priority areas for both 
State and Federal Government. It is indeed pleasing, that our school has been 
proactive in this area and addressed the increasing problem of inactivity with 
children. The new canteen menu along with fruit and water breaks has also 
addressed the problem of nutrition. Thankyou to Sue Peterken who started the 
process,  Gemma McCormick for bringing it all together, and finally to all the staff, 
who supported this to ensure that it came to fruition. 
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Victorian Karate Champion. 

Congratulations to Jake Alway on his latest win at the  
Victorian International Karate Championship  

during the holidays. 
Jake came first in the boys 12 years and under Kumite.   
Jake is now number one in Victoria for his age group.   

On his way to victory Jake defeated the national champion. 



Planet Savers Tip: 
Make your fridge more efficient: 
The fridge uses a lot of energy and the older your fridge is, the higher the 
probability that it will be a big polluter. If you are buying a new fridge, look for the 
Energy Star rating system. Stickers on the products show a star energy rating. The more 
stars, the more efficient the product, plus it shows you the energy consumption of the 
appliance. See www.energyrating.gov.au for more details. 

But you don't need a new, efficient fridge to cut your emissions. There are lots of 
adjustments you can make - you'll save up to half a tonne if you follow these simple steps: 
 
* If you have a second fridge that is mostly empty, turn it off when not in use 
(leave the door slightly open). 
* Fresh food compartments should be set at around 4°C to 5°C and freezers 
should optimally be set between -15°C and -18°C. 
* Never put hot food into the fridge - let it cool down first. 
* Try to open the door as little as possible 
* Keep fridges and freezers in a cool, well ventilated spot (away from the oven 
and the sun) and you can save up to 100kg of greenhouse gases per year. 
* Ensure the coils are clean and well ventilated - that will save you another 150kg per year. 
* Fix the door and seals so that they close properly - that's another 50kg a year you will 
save. 
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Curriculum Day:  
Our next curriculum day is on Tuesday 22nd July and the staff will once again be working with our 
consultant Lyn Watts on the further development of our Literacy program. We will look at building 
our students’ vocabulary and improving their ability to speak in both social and formal situations. 
We will also evaluate the way we are teaching spelling across the school and investigate better 
strategies based on recent research. Finally, Lyn will showcase a variety of ways in which we 
can support students with their writing. 
 
Education and Learning Group:  
Our next meeting will be on Monday 21st July in the staffroom at 9.15 am. We will look at an 
overview of events for the term and discuss our Kids – ‘Go For Your Life’ accreditation and our 
‘Tribes’ oral language program. I welcome all parents to attend. 
 
Uniform:  
Maramba Primary School’s uniform colours are navy blue, jade and white. We appreciate 
parents support in ensuring that all students wear the correct uniform to school each day. If for 
some reason your child is out of uniform, please send an explanation note to their class teacher. 
Teachers will be sending notes home with those students consistently out of uniform. 
 
NED Show – Wednesday 30 th July 
Two years ago we had a successful visit from the NED Show and Ned will be back on 
Wednesday 30th July. This free yo-yo exposition complements our You Can Do It! program and 
encourages the students to: 
Never give up (focus, persistence) 
Encourage others (kindness, sharing) 
Do your best (diligence, excellence) 
Yo-yos will be available for purchase for a week after the show. I will send home more details 
next week. 
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COMING SOON: 
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3rd, 4th & 5th  
September. 

 
7.00pm start. 

Narre Hampton Park Uniting Church 
 

Carboot and Market 
1 Main Street, Narre Warren North 

Saturday 19 July 
8:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Sausage sizzle, plants, vegies, bric-a-brac. 
 

Enquiries - 9796 9504 

                                                      BIKE ED 
 

On Monday 28 July, Grade 5 students will be commencing a  
2 week Bike Education Program. For the program to achieve its 
outcomes, we are looking for parents who are interested in riding with the 

students between 11.30 and 1.15pm each day.  
The parents will be riding with a staff member and will help us with the  

adult – child ratio when riding on the roads. This is a very valuable program 
where students develop road knowledge and safety,  

while at the same time improving their fitness. 
If you would like to ride your bike and keep fit over the couple of weeks please 

see Mr Hunter or contact your class teacher. 
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You are in a queue at the canteen to buy your lunch.  There are four children in front of you 
and five children behind you.  How many children are in the line? 
 
Answer …………….     
      
Name ……………………………….……………………………...…….          
 
Grade………… 

Maramba OSHC  
9796 7134 

Head Office 
88514160 

 
BSC 

6.30 – 9.00am 
ASC 

3.15- 6.00pm 

Welcome back from what was hopefully a safe and happy 
holidays for all. 

Vacation Care was a blast with excursions to the local bowling 
alley and a big day out. 

We are continuing to encourage outdoor play throughout the 
program so please ensure your child brings an additional jacket 

to wear.  
We look forward to another exciting term at OSHC. 






