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June 27 
 

End of Term 2 
 

2:00 pm 
dismissal 

____ 
 

July 14 
 

School resumes 
9:00 am 

_____ 
 

July 16  
 

Kids 
Conference 

_____ 
 

July 17 
 

Prep / Gr. 1 
Swimming 

_____ 
 

Curriculum 
Day 

 
Tuesday July 22 

is a  
Curriculum Day.  
No children at 

school. 
_____ 

 

 

�����������	��	
��
�������������������	�
�����
�������������
�

����

 �������	��������������	��	
�����	�
���
�������
���� 
�����

������
���	
����

����� ���������	
��


��
�

It’s hard to believe that the term is almost over! We’ve had a busy week with Parent/Teacher 
interviews on Tuesday and Wednesday. Thanks to the teachers and students for all their work on the 
preparation of portfolios and our student led conferences. These are a wonderful opportunity for the 
children to discuss their progress with their parents, and take responsibility for their learning. I 
would like to thank Mr Gouge and the Assessment and Reporting team for coordinating our whole 
reporting process. 
 
Our SRC has over $600.00 for the Red Nose Day appeal for the SIDS foundation. Mrs Barry and Ms 
De Luca have assisted our SRC representatives with their sales pitch for this worthy cause. Our 
families are always extremely generous in supporting these fundraisers and they are a good way for 
our students to gain a greater understanding of issues which affect many people across the wider 
community. 
 
On Monday the first of our water tanks (45,000L) was delivered to school as part of our Federal 
Government Community Water Grant. The other part of this grant is the provision of push button 
taps in the gym toilets. The tank we won as part of the Bluescope ‘Tank A Day’ competition last 
year (27,000L) will be arriving very soon and will be installed behind the gym. I have also just 
received notification that we were successful in claiming a ‘Green Voucher’ from the Federal 
Government. The money from this Voucher will pay for the installation of three underground tanks 
(15,000L) near the Art room to supply water to the junior and staff toilets, as well as the taps in the 
Art room. That’s a total of 87,000 litres of water – which we’ll collect when it rains!!!!  
I would like to thank Mr Wakeling, Mrs Boersma, Mr Lovell and Mr Terry Logan-Brown for their 
advice and assistance with these important water saving projects.    

 

Our new principal, Mr Andrew Groh, visited us yesterday and met the staff over morning tea. He is 
very much looking forward to taking up his position here at Maramba in Term 3 and getting to know 
everyone. He is currently Acting Principal at Kilberry Valley Primary School in Hampton Park. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank Mrs Kim Smith for taking on Grade 4G26 for the term. She has done a 
great job and although the children will miss her, they will be very glad to have Mr Gouge back as 
their teacher for the rest of the year. I am extremely grateful to Mr Gouge for all of his hard work 
and support as Acting Assistant Principal over the past 12 weeks.  I wish everyone a safe and happy 
holiday and look forward to seeing everyone back for Term 3 on Monday 14th July. 
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This is my final newsletter item as the Maramba Primary School Assistant Principal. I would like to thank 
the students, parents and teachers for their support over the last 12 weeks. It has been a pleasure and a 
wonderful learning experience for me to work with the children and parents across the school. I would 
like to thank Mr. Mullins and Mrs Peterken for providing me with the opportunity. I need to pay special 
thanks to Mrs. Peterken who has been a terrific Acting Principal to work with. I know both Mr. Groh and 
Mrs. Peterken will continue to guide the school forward into the future. 
 
I would like to thank Mrs. Kim Smith who has been a wonderful teacher in my class for this term. I know 
the children have continued to work productively throughout the term. I am looking forward to re joining 
my class next term for the rest of the year. I wish all parents and children a fantastic holiday and look 
forward to seeing everyone next term. 
 

Positive peers make a huge difference ��������	
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Extracted from:�www.parentingideas.com.au 
There is little doubt that positive peer relations impact on a child’s academic success, emotional well-
being and state of mind. A big claim but the truth is that we tend to reflect the views and attitudes our 
peer groups.  It is hugely beneficial if a child’s predominant peer group cares for him, has positive 
expectations about the future and places high value on helping others as well as personal improvement.  
Being a member of a positive a peer group lessens the likelihood of a child being bullied or harassed. 
Children in positive peer groups look out for each other and don’t engage in such behaviours, whether 
verbal or physical, themselves.  Positive peer groups tend to be tolerant of differences and have loyalty 
and caring as key values. Having friends who care also lessens the impact of bullying and helps prevent it 
from impacting on other areas of a child’s life.  
There are a number of broad strategies parents can use to encourage positive peer groups to form and 
emerge. These include:   
 

· providing opportunities for children to mix and share experiences, 
· drawing children’s attention to friendship behaviours and focusing on socialisation rather 

than achievement when they play sport or are involved in creative or group activities. 
 

In this achievement-oriented society we need to value positive peer relationships and ensure that they are 
not ignored or undervalued in our efforts to provide the best possible start for our children. 
To help your child become a member of positive peers groups try the following four ideas: 
 

1. Discuss with your child how a good friend behaves. Ask him to identify some good friends and 
talk about what makes them a ‘good friend’. 

2. Encourage them to join  at least one outside school group and be a member of at least one school 
artistic, sporting or interest group. 

3.   Limit your child’s time in passive, solitary activities such as television-viewing, computer  
      activities and Internet chat rooms.      

         4.    Make an effort to get to know some of your children’s friends and their parents. 
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Curriculum Day 
Tuesday July 22nd is a Curriculum Day. No children at school. 

 
Chocolate Drive 

All money and unsold chocolates are due back to school. Please return ASAP. 



 
COMING SOON: 
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3rd, 4th & 5th  
September. 

 
7.00pm start. 
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F.O.M. Cadbury Fundraiser 
 

Please make sure that you return your money 
and unsold chocolates by Friday. 

 
Any families who have already returned 
their money and who would like another 

box to sell  over  the holidays  
can get one from  

the office on Friday after school.  

Lost Property 
 
At the final term two assembly, on Friday the 27th 
of June, lost property will be placed on the fences 
around the amphitheatre between 1.30-2.00pm. 
There are many jumpers and jackets without 
names. If your child is missing any items of 
clothing could you please check this area. All 
items which are not claimed will be 
removed from lost property. Please 
ensure you label all items of your 
children’s clothing. 

BLUE LIGHT DISCO 
 

Berwick Leisure Centre 
Manuka Road 

Berwick 
 

SATURDAY 5 JULY 2008 
 

Students in years 5 - 8 ONLY 
 

6:00 pm to 10:00 pm 
 

Cost $10.00 
 

Enquiries should be directed to  
Narre Warren Police Station  

9705 3111 

Planet Savers Tip: 

 
Get out of hot water 
Heating water uses a lot of energy.  

* Turn it down:  most hot water systems come 
with a thermostat and you can easily vary the set 
temperature. By reducing the water temperature 
by as little as 5°C, you can reduce energy 
consumption by between 3% and 5%. (Note that 
it's recommended you don't set the thermostat 
lower than 60°C).  
* Switch the water heater off if you go away for 
more than a few days - all the time it's on, you're 
heating up the outside. 
* Use a cold wash: Cut your bill by using only 
the cold cycle in your clothes washing machine - 
using a warm setting will save 2 kilograms of 
greenhouse gas per wash while a cold wash will 
save 4 kilograms (compared to a hot wash). 
* Shorter showers, insulating hot water pipes 
and fixing dripping hot taps are also great ways to 
save energy and water. 



 
 
 
 
 
Our first ever Maramba Basketball Challenge took place last week at the Dandenong basketball 
stadium.  Two very exciting days!  The primary aim was to encourage as many students as possible to 
participate and be active.  We had over 300 students playing basketball in a friendly and supportive 
environment. 
 
The 3/4 competition, held on Wednesday, allowed our 
up-coming sports stars to show their talents in a team 
sport.  Our Senior House Captains and House Vice-
Captains coached on the day, and their leadership and 
support for their house team was dutiful.  In the 
Rookies competition there were many cheers when 
baskets were scored and thrills of close games.  The 
Future Stars semi-final was a very impressive game 
with Oatlands Owls showing great courage to defeat 
Brechin Brumbies with a big comeback.   
Congratulations to the Roseneath Redbacks team who 
were champions of Future Stars on this day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All teams received points for a win, draw or loss (not including finals).  The points were tallied to get a 
winning house from each competition, then an overall winning house for the Basketball Challenge. 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Roseneath and Oatlands. 
Behaviour, sportsmanship and team play was excellent all day – and once again, the students 

represented our school with pride and contributed to make this a successful event. 
 

 
A special thanks to the Year 11 students from 
Eumemmerring Secondary College (Hallam) who 
refereed all the games over both days. 
Your support was appreciated. 

  3/4  competition 5/6 competition Overall score 
ROSENEATH 37 39 76 

OATLANDS 41 35 76 

BRECHIN 31 34 65 

CARDINIA 24 33 57 

The 5/6 competition, held on Friday, was a day of 
serious competition for the Future Stars and 
enjoyable team play for Rookies.  Thanks to the past 
students, young elite players and teachers who 
coached on the day;  providing plenty of 
encouragement and support. 
The Grand Final, between Oatlands Owls and 
Roseneath Redbacks was an exciting game with 
tremendous noise from the cheer squads on the 
sidelines. Roseneath came out champions of the day. 
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