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June 20 
5/6 Hooptime. 
Reports sent 

home 
_____ 

 
June 23 

F.O.M. meeting 
_____ 

 
June 24 &  
June 25 

Parent /Teacher 
interviews 

_____ 
 

June 27 
 

End of Term 2 
 

2:00 pm 
dismissal 

____ 
 

July 14 
 

School resumes 
9:00 am 

 
___ 

 
Curriculum 

Days 
 

22 July 
3 November 
19 December 
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Our reports go out tomorrow, along with the times for parent teacher interviews. Mr Gouge 
and Mrs Gray have done a fantastic job coordinating the whole report writing and printing 
process over the past few weeks. Our interviews will be held on Tuesday and Wednesday 
evening next week, and we look forward to our students showcasing their portfolios to their 
parents and discussing their progress. Part of this process is also the opportunity for the 
students reflect on their progress towards achieving the learning goals they set early in the 
term, and look at their future learning directions.  
 
Yesterday the Grade 3 and 4 students had a wonderful day of basketball competition at the 
Dandenong stadium. Thanks to Mr Davies for his excellent organisation, and also to our 
House and Vice Captains and some VCE students from Eumemmerring Secondary College 
who assisted by coaching on the day. The teachers enjoyed themselves and complimented 
the students on their excellent behaviour. The Grade 5 and 6 children will have their day 
tomorrow. 
 
We have a number of work experience students assisting at the school this week. Many are 
ex-Maramba students and the teachers appreciate their assistance at this busy end of the 
term.  
 
We currently have 45 Preps enrolled for 2009. I urge any families who have not yet enrolled 
their Prep child to take advantage of the opportunity to save $50 by enrolling before the end 
of term. We have received our new school promotional brochures and are really thrilled with 
them and will be distributing these to the kindergartens and child care centres next week. 
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Martin Seligman, author of The Optimistic Child, found through his significant research that children 
tended to pick up the language and explanatory style of their parents (usually mothers) by around the age 
of eight. So the messages that we repeat for kids certainly have an impact. 
 
So what is the point? Be aware of the language we use when interacting with kids and hone in like a laser 
beam on the positive characteristics that they have that will help them be successful. 
Michael Bernard, author of Program Achieve, has found five characteristics that successful children share 
beyond pure academic abilities. These are: 

�� Resilience 
�� Persistence 
�� Friendship skills 
�� Organisational skills 
�� Confidence 

 
There are many ways to sew the seeds to success in your children. However following are two simple 
strategies I often recommend to parents who want to sew some positive seeds. They are: descriptive 
praise and summary praise. I am not in favour of using praise when it is unrealistic or puts a child on a 
pedestal. However, when used wisely it can sew the seeds of success that can come to the fore at a later 
date. 
�� Descriptive praise: Throw a spotlight on the positive behaviours. Rather than a trite ‘well done’,    

 draw a word picture of what they did well and let them know its impact. “You are such a good 
 friend. Jenna really needed someone to help her with that problem. You acted like a good friend. 

�� Summary praise: Give children positive labels to live up to by summing up their positive 
behaviours with one word. “You really worked hard to finish your project. That’s what I call 
persistence. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Increasing Your Staying Power:                    Extracted from: www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.auMost 
young people find that as they get older they become less active than when they were kids. The solution, 
of course, is to build some activity into every day, and it doesn’t need to be too strenuous. It helps you to 
relax and sleep better by relieving stress and tension.  
 
Here are lots of ways to get more staying power into your day. 
 
1. Take it outside. Ride a bike, go for a run, fly a kite or kick a ball around with your friends. 
 
2. Miss the bus. Walk to work or uni, ride a bike or jog to the shops.  
 
3. Go and play. Play football, basketball, netball, tennis, hockey, soccer or any other group sport.  
 
4. Some physical activity is better than none, but more is better than some. Research shows that 
walking for 30 minutes three times a week can decrease blood pressure and waist and hip girth. 
 
5. Start slowly. You don’t have to spend hours pumping weights at the gym or jogging around the local 
park to benefit. Getting active is as easy as dancing around your bedroom to your favourite CD. 
 
6. Build up your activity over time. Try to include some vigorous ‘huff and puff’ stuff a few times a 
week and make it last for 15 minutes or more each time. 
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Tomorrow, Friday 20th of June, student reports for the mid year will be sent 
home with your child. In the envelope you should find a copy of your child’s 
report, a flyer explaining the report titled, ‘New student report cards,’ (for 
Grade 1 to 6 only) and the times for next week’s Parent Teacher Interviews. 
Prep parents will find a blue Maramba PS folder which can be used to store 
all the reports to follow throughout your child’s schooling at Maramba. 
 
Please read the report carefully and note any questions  you have to ask your child’s teacher at the 
Parent Teacher Interviews next week. I suggest that you bring your child’s report to the interview 
to refer to when discussing your child’s progress. At the interview your child will share their 
portfolio of work with you. It contains samples of work to give you a snapshot of their development 
over the semester. The portfolio will go home after the interview for you to read in more detail. 
Portfolios are due back to school in the first week of Term Three. 
 
Tim Gouge 
Assessment and Reporting Co-ordinator.  

 
COMING SOON: 
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3rd, 4th & 5th  
September. 

 
7.00pm start. 
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 FAREWELL ! 
After 11 years as School Crossing supervisor in 

Columbia Road, I am finishing duty there 
tomorrow, Friday 20th June. 

 
I am transferring to Tinks Road crossing which is only a 
five minute walk from my home.  To all the Maramba 

families whom I have met, I wish to extend a huge 
THANKYOU for the kindness and friendship shown to me.  

 
I wish all those children the very best for their future.                                          

                                                                  
Maureen Shortt.  

F.O.M. Cadbury Fundraiser 
 

Don’t forget to return your $48 by TOMORROW  
to make sure that you are in the draw for an  

iPod shuffle and a $50 I-tunes card.  
 

Only families who have sold at least one full  
box of chocolates will be in the draw. 

The draw will be at the assembly on 23rd of June. 

LIFE EDUCATION 
It has come to our attention that there has been an access 

problem with the Life Education website.  
If you wish to explore this website please go to the new  

address www.healthyharold.org.au   
 

This is an excellent site which supports what  
your child has been learning at school in  

Life Education. 








