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May 20-28 
Somers Camp 

_____ 
 

May 28 
Prep Readiness 

Evening  
7-8 pm 
_____ 

 
May 29 
Gr. 2-4 

Swimming 
 

Life Education 
Gr. P-2 
_____ 

 
May 30 

Lightning 
Premiership 

 
Free Dress Day 

_____ 
 

End of Term 2 
 

June 27 
 

2:00 pm dismissal 
____ 

 
 

Curriculum Days 
 
 

22 July 
3 November 
19 December 
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Last night we had hundreds of families visit our school’s Open Evening as part of Education 
Week. Mrs Dobson and her Education Week Project Team did a wonderful job in co-
ordinating the staff to decorate the school and reflect the variety and high standard of our 
programs here at Maramba. The theme of “It’s Good News Week” showcased a visual feast 
of colourful displays, photographic slide shows. Our choirs performed in the Learning 
Gallery, we had keyboard demonstrations in the Music room and our Book Fair in the 
Library. We also conducted tours for prospective 2009 students, including many Prep 
parents. The canteen did a roaring trade selling popcorn too! 
 
Our Prep 2009 Readiness Evening is next Wednesday, 28th May, from 7-8pm. Mrs Heading 
and the Prep teachers will be explaining the Prep program and advising parents how best to 
prepare their children for their first year at school. They will also outline our Prep Transition 
Program, including dates and activities. Child minding will be provided on the night. Please 
remember that we are keen to finalise our Prep numbers for 2009 and are offering a $50 
discount for all enrolments finalised by May 30th.  
 
Our new canteen’s first week of operation was very busy, as students enjoyed being able to 
buy their snacks and lunches again. This week things have settled down and everything is 
running smoothly. Prep and Grade 1 students must order all their food through the lunch tub 
as they cannot line up for over the counter sales. Slush Puppies are only sold over the 
counter for students in Grades 2-6. In a couple of weeks, Elisa Wust, a dietician with the 
City of Casey, will meet with the canteen to discuss all the ‘Go For Your Life’ canteen 
dietary guidelines. 
 
The Friends of Maramba’s Biggest Morning Tea fundraiser for the Cancer Council on 
Tuesday morning raised $152.25. The Preps, Grade 1s and the 3/4 Choir entertained about 
60 parents and grandparents. Thanks to FOM, Mrs Westwood and Ms De Luca for their 
work in making this event such a success. 
 
On Tuesday morning Mr Davies, Mrs Roman and ten excited Grade 5 and 6 students set off 
for 9 days at Somers Camp. Every second year we send some of our students to Somers 
where they have the opportunity to mix with students from many other schools in our 
district. Their parents are able to visit them on Sunday and catch up on all the great stories 
they’ll have to tell! We look forward to seeing them back next week. 
 
Next week from Wednesday to Friday, Mr Gouge and I will be attending the Southern 
Metropolitan Region’s Principals Conference where I will be presenting a workshop on our 
Sustainable School’s Program. This is a great opportunity to showcase Maramba to over 200 
schools in Melbourne’s south eastern suburbs. In our absence, Mrs Heading, Mr Smit and 
Ms Gange will each have a day in the office. 
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HELPING YOUR CHILD TO BECOME ORGANISED: Michael Grose. www.parentingideas.com.au 
 
The ability to organise space, time and possessions is an important but often underestimated success skill. 
Some children are naturally well-organised from a young age while others can be a little compulsive but 
order and personal organisation lead to greater personal effectiveness and efficiency. 
Many children need assistance with organisation. It just doesn't come naturally. Give them a complex 
project and they flounder as they can't naturally break it into neat chunks and manageable pieces. Give 
them a number of tasks to do and they will leave one out. Ask them to arrange a series of files and they 
will struggle unless you create a system to follow. It would appear that many boys need assistance in this 
area. In fact, many experts in the Boys' Education field cite poor personal organization skills as a major 
factor that hold many boys back from achieving in school. 
The good news is that organisational skills can be learned. Processes and procedures once practised can 
be part of a set of personal skills that stay for life. 
 
There are four categories of personal organization skills. By understanding each category you can work 
out your own ways of developing children's organisational skills: 
1. Chunking: Breaking complex tasks into small, manageable steps. For instance, week-long school                 

 projects can be broken down into a series of smaller tasks that can be completed daily. 
2. Goal-setting: Helping children set small and large goals is one tangible way of increasing their 

 effectiveness. Boys, in particular, are more likely to learn in they have something to strive for. 
3. Making plans: Working out steps required to help achieve goals and objectives requires children to 

 look ahead. “I will learn five words a night. I'll get mum to hear me each night.” 
4. Managing time and making lists: Time planning tools such as lists and diaries can help children 

 keep schedules, hand work in on time and help prevent children overestimating what they can 
 achieve. Encourage kids to make their own lists of things they need to remember or do, whether it is 
 preparing for a school camp or just going down to the shops. 

 
Children's homework can provide headaches for parents. Encourage children to get organised by thinking 
ahead and planning their homework around their extra-curricular activities. A weekly planner or diary 
will help older students get organised. Assisting children to become organised is perhaps the best way 
parents can help at home. 
 
 
 To promote organisational skills in your children try the following four strategies: 
1. Use lists for forgetful kids. For instance, ask them to list the five things they need to do in the 

 morning before going to school. 
2. Have a monthly family calendar for important activities and events. Encourage children to place 

 important activities on it and to check it regularly. 
3. Before children begin homework ask them to estimate how long it will take and then check their 

 estimates. Encourage children to work efficiently and quickly rather than spend long periods of 
 time doing tasks. 

4. Encourage children to set goals on a regular basis. e.g. “How many books will you read this 
 week?” “How much will you save this week?” 
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GreenPower is electricity from renewable energy like wind and solar instead of coal. Almost all 
electricity companies offer the choice of GreenPower - for a list see www.greenpower.com.au 
Switching to GreenPower is the best way to cut your greenhouse pollution in the home. When you 
switch, you'll see no change in the way electricity comes to your house and there is no supply 
disruption. The only difference is that for a small extra charge, some or all of the electricity that 
you use will come from a renewable energy source and directly reduce greenhouse pollution. 

Just make sure that the GreenPower you choose is accredited (bears the GreenPower logo). This indicates that your 
dollar will drive the creation of new, renewable energy, beyond that which already exists. You can choose what 
percentage of GreenPower you want. 100 per cent accredited GreenPower adds around five dollars extra a week on 
the average household bill, however this small extra cost can be minimised by following our other tips and 
becoming more energy efficient. 

SOME IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 

1. The staff toilets are for the use of staff only.  Parents are welcome to 
take their toddlers to the student toilets if required. 

2. The carparks at the school are for staff only. Parents are not permitted to 
park in these carparks.  The only exception to this is for parents who 
have a disabled sticker on their car and who then are able to park in the 
designated disabled parking space.  Many parents are encouraging 
healthy habits by parking a street or two away and walking to school 
with their children. 

3. For the security of all our students, every person who comes to the 
 school must  present to the office and sign in and out as a visitor. 
 Parents coming to collect their children after school should wait at the 
 outside doors, or under shelter.   

MATHS CHALLENGE - Junior School  
 
In the pet shop I can see ten puppies, twelve kittens and  
six canaries.  
 
How many legs can I see altogether? 
 
 
Answer: ………… 
 
Name: ………………………………………      
 
Room: ………….. 
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The Grade 5 students are presently studying 
‘Natural Disasters’.   

As we all know through the media, there are 
many countries suffering very badly right 

now.   
The Grade 5 students would like to help 

those needy countries by making a 
Maramba Primary School donation to help.  

Grade 5 students have been given 
permission to organise a gold coin free 

dress on Friday 30 May.   
So wear suitable school free dress and 

donate a gold coin…please! 

 
FOR SALE 

 
I chest freezer  

and  
1 fridge/freezer. 

 
All offers considered. 

 
Please contact the 

school office. 
 




