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14 March 
Whole School 
Cross Country  

Fun Run 
______ 

 
17 March 

Easter raffle drawn 
Gr. 2 Amity walk 

_____ 
 

18 March 
Special Food Day 

_____ 
 

19 March 
Gr. 5 Life Ed. 

Gr. 2 Amity walk 
Finance Committee 

School Council 
______ 

 
20 March 

5/6 Swimming 
Assembly 1.30pm 

 
End of Term 
2:00 dismissal 

______ 
 

Curriculum Days 
 

22 July 
3 November 
19 December 
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Tomorrow is our Fun Run and I’m sure the children are looking forward to the event. Mr Hunter 
has spent a great deal of time arranging the day and has received fantastic support from our parents 
who helped secure the sponsorship for the prizes. A student from each grade will be the winner as 
the highest fundraiser and receive the sports bag with over $120 worth of prizes.  We are running 
the event early in the morning - a 9:00am start and will be completed by 11:00am in order to avoid 
the heat of the day.  We’ve also installed plenty of drink stations over the course.  Children are 
asked to wear house colours to add to the day.  Our fundraising target is a climbing wall for our 
gymnasium - something that can be used by every child. Hopefully we’ll achieve this and still have 
something over for other sports and PE equipment. Last year we were able to install our cricket 
nets, so we’re looking forward to having even better success this year. 
 
On Friday our young leaders, accompanied by Ms. Foat and Mrs. Roman, had  a great day at 
Vodaphone arena listening to motivational speakers telling about their lives and how they became 
leaders in their chosen field. According to all who attended it was most inspirational. The Grade 6 
students have included a report as to how valuable they thought the experience was. 
 
Finally, this will be my second last newsletter as I will be retiring at the end of this term. May I 
take this opportunity of thanking everyone for their wonderful support over the past five years. I 
have really enjoyed my time at Maramba and have been most fortunate to have had such fantastic 
students over the years. In addition the great work of a highly committed and dedicated staff has 
ensured a high standard and continuing successful academic program, as well as providing a rich 
social and cultural learning environment. The students at Maramba have a lot to look forward to in 
the years to come. Finally I must thank the school community for their unwavering support for all 
that we do at Maramba - it really is a great community school. 
 
So after a long time with the Department of Education, the last 20 as principal of schools I will be 
retiring and holidaying in Europe. After that I have been appointed an independent reviewer of 
schools and as such I hope to continue to work in education in the future, in another capacity. 
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PORTFOLIOS 
Student portfolios are going home with children today, 
Thursday 13th March. Parents are asked to discuss the work 
with their child and complete the green feedback form. 
Portfolio work is just a snapshot of some activities 
that your child has completed this term. 
Portfolios should be returned by the end of 
this term or early next term. 
 
Tim Gouge 
Assessment and Reporting Coordinator           

 
20 March 2008 

 
END OF TERM 

 
Children finish at 

2:00 p.m.  
 

School resumes 
7 April 2008 
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Life Education Program Parent Information Session 
There will be a Life Education program parent information session on Wednesday 19th March at 2.15pm in the staff 
auditorium. Parents from Prep to Year 6 are invited to attend to learn about the Life Education program, which focuses 
on nutrition, fitness and drug education. Life Education is an important part of our student wellbeing programs at 
Maramba Primary School and our students have enjoyed their participation in it for many years. If you have any 
questions about this, please contact Mrs Gemma McCormick in room 3. 

_________________________________________ 

What to say when kids tell tales on each other Michael Grose © 2007   www.parentingideas.com.au 

What to do when kids tell tales? 
It is useful to acknowledge their feelings but not to become too involved in an issue that should belong to 
them.  Avoid being the White Knight repeatedly rescuing victims, Judge Judy (or Josh) who passes judgement on one 
or either of the perpetrators or the Concerned Cop who always tries to keep the peace. The key is to place the onus 
back on kids to resolve their own disputes. Here are some responses to try when a child comes to you with tale or story 
about the dastardly, terrible things that his or her sibling did or said to them: 
  
1. The Disaster Scale: “Where does this fit on the disaster scale from 1 to 10?”  
Kids can easily blow issues out of proportion so that a child taking a siblings’ sock is suddenly two rungs above an axe 
murderer and losing socks is suddenly the worst thing that can happen. The Disaster Scale helps kids gain a little 
perspective. 
2. Invite them to solve the issue themselves: “Can you handle this yourself? Is this something you can deal with?” 
You’ll never know if you don’t give them a go! Put the issue back on the kids to resolve. It’s not that you don’t want to 
help but really some things don’t need your help! 
3. The shock tactic: “What would you like me to do about this?” This is my favourite response as it puts the onus 
back on to the child. Be prepared for surprises though as some kids just want you to lock their sibling in a tiny room 
and for you to throw away the key! 
4. Problem-ownership: “Does this problem really involve you?” Some children just love to get involved in disputes 
that don’t involve them but they love to get a certain ‘sibling into trouble’. Don’t be drawn into such disputes or else 
you will soon be doing the ‘sibling dance’ with them, with the ‘tell taler’ taking the lead. 
5. Put them in the same boat: “I’ll listen to both of you when you can tell me the same story.” This is the first step 
in the conflict resolution cycle. If two children have a tale of woe get them to agree on the story they tell. This is 
usually enough to resolve the dispute. 
6. The pen and paper approach: “Can you write down what happened?" Give one child a pen and the other a 
piece of paper and invite them to write down exactly what happened. A considered written response will be taken very 
seriously by parents.  
We all have our own responses to kids’ annoying behaviours. Some are learned from our own family and some we just 
develop all by ourselves. It’s good sometimes to come out of ‘left field’ with the things you say and do. It helps keep 
life interesting as well as keep your kids on their toes. Spontaneity and curiosity are healthy qualities to promote in 
families. Responding to annoying, repetitive tales gives you a chance to be a little spontaneous and creative. Just make 
sure you maintain your children’s dignity and yours in the process. 
 

Look out for us in The Age on Tuesday 18 March showcasing our Sustainable Schools Program. 
 

��
��
�
��
��

House Cross Country Fun Run 
Tomorrow all children will be involved in our School Cross Country Fun Run. The races will be held between 9.00am 
and 11.00am with our infant children starting off proceedings. Can parents please make sure children come dressed 
with appropriate footwear and also in their house colours. Asthmatics should bring their Ventolin out with them or self 
medicate before they come outside. 
Any parents who would like to participate in the run or walk are encouraged to do so. Children love seeing their 
parents involved and also pick up on the active lifestyle example adults set for them. 
All Fun Run money needs to be returned to your child’s teacher before the end of term so that we can calculate the 
prizes and our lucky recipients. 
 
A brief reminder also to families of children in Grades 2-4, the deposit for the swimming program is due by 
the end of this term.  Don’t delay if you want your child to participate in next term’s program. 
 
Scott Hunter 



PLANET SAVER NEWS 
 
Product Reuse and Recycling Guide 
 
Mobile Phones 
Take them to any major mobile phone retailer (Telstra, Optus, Vodafone, Dick Smith, Harvey Norman, Virgin 
Mobile etc). Visit www.mobilemuster.com and enter your postcode to find your nearest mobile phone recycler. 
Clean Up Australia also collects and recycles mobile phones, call 1800 282 329 or visit their website to have a postage-paid 
satchel mailed to you. 
 
Printer cartridges 
Look for the "Cartridges 4 Planet Ark" boxes at your local Australia Post, Harvey Norman store, Officeworks, Dick Smith or 
Tandy stores or click here to find your closest venue.  

GO FOR YOUR LIFE 
 

Last week we sent home the Herald Sun magazine 
which outlined the Premier’s Active Family 
Challenge.  
 
We are encouraging all families to participate in the 
Challenge and to promote an active lifestyle at your 
home.  You can register your family the following 
ways:  
 
�� fill in the registration form and send it to:   
 “Go for your life”, Reply Paid 85033,  
 Level 20, 50 Lonsdale St , Melbourne, 3000 
   
�� online at www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au 
 
�� call 1300 73 98 99. 

 
Registration closes on March 21st. 

 
We are running a raffle for families who enter the 
challenge (on top of all of the prizes that can be won 
through the competition).  The family drawn will 
receive a gift voucher for Rebel Sport.   
 
Once you have registered fill in the form below and 
return it to your class teacher by March 21st.  The 
raffle will be drawn at assembly on the 7th of April. 
 
 

GO FOR YOUR LIFE 
 

Family name:  ________________________ 
 

Registration Number: __________________ 
 

Teachers please forward to Mrs. McCormick 



 
 
 
 
On Friday the 7th of March 12 students from grade six who have a leadership role 
within the school went to The 2008 National Young Leaders Day at Vodafone Arena. 
The students included Sadaf, Christian, Nick, Lucinda, Sabrina K, Jake A, Matt B, 
Emma, Luke, Shreya, Aaron L and Simran.  
The students met Ms Roman and Ms Foat at the Narre Warren train station early in the 
morning. We got off at the Richmond station and walked for about five minutes to the 
Arena. At the Arena we listened to special guest speakers talk about their leadership 
roles and their journeys in life.  
The speakers were Mike Martin, Billy Brownless, Brooke Hanson, Aaron Wood & Tim 
Cope. Our host was Wes Dening who also hosts ‘Totally Wild’. The speakers were 
very interesting and inspired us to reach our goals.  
During lunch breaks the students had the chance to meet other students from other 
schools around Victoria and talk about what their schools are doing for the 
environment.  
Most things Maramba were already doing! �  
All the students had a great time & strongly encourage the students in grade 6 next year 
to participate!  

 
By Sadaf Keshtiar & Christian Hillier. 

 
 
 
 

“THE BIG TENT EVENT” 
            FREE ADMISSION                                                          

                                                                                                                                       
� ‘FAMILY FESTIVAL’  

                 EASTER SATURDAY  22nd  -  10am – 4pm 
  Jumping Castles, Face Painting, Fire Engine Rides,  
    Balloon shaping, Food & drinks & much, much more! 

      (Small cost for activities, food and drinks) 
 � ’THE GIFT’  (drama – 3 nights) 

Fri 21st Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd March 
7.30pm @ the Big Tent 

� ’IMPACT’  (meetings _ 5 nights) 
Mon 24th till Fri 28th March @ 7.30pm 

 
Where is the ‘BIG TENT ? 
Princes Hwy, Fountain Gate 

Just up from McDonald’s in front of Warehouse 
Sponsored by Westfield, 20 churches & local businesses  




