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7 February 
5/6 Swimming 

____ 
11 February 

Curriculum Day 
_____ 

13 February  
Twilight Sports 

Carnival 
____ 

14 February 
5/6 swimming 

____ 
19 February 

‘Getting to know 
You’ interviews 

3:30-6:00 
____ 

20 February  
‘Getting to know 
You’ interviews 

3:30-8:00 
 

Finance & School 
Council meetings 

____ 
21 February  

   5/6 swimming 
_____  

25 February 
School Photos 

______ 
26 February 

District swimming 
Carnival 
______ 

28 February 
5/6 swimming 

_____ 
29 February  

Zone Swimming 
Carnival 
______ 
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Our first full week of school, and for our preps their first experience of the 9.00-3.15 day.  On both counts it 
has been successful with an enjoyable week and children settling quickly into classroom and school 
activities.  Our specialist programs commenced this week too, and at Maramba we are fortunate to be able to 
offer a full range of specialist subjects of Art; Physical Education, including a PMP (Perceptual Motor 
Program) specialist; Music and Performing Arts; I.C.T. (Information and Computer Technology); Library; 
E.S.L. (English as a Second Language), and  L.O.T.E. (Languages Other Than English) Indonesian.   In 
addition, we have Reading Recovery Specialists, specialist support in literacy and numeracy in the upper 
school (ELMs program) and maths support in the Junior school.  We offer an extension phonological 
screening and teaching program for our preps, the results of which have had outstanding benefits in literacy 
development; a speech therapist and a school psychology and guidance officer.  In addition, to assist in the 
welfare program, we have a school chaplain in attendance two days a week, and of course we offer Life 
Education and Religious Instruction.  As you can see it is a bringing together of teaching and specialist 
programs that enables us to ensure that your child gains maximum benefit from their school years at 
Maramba. I mentioned last bulletin that I would outline our grade and specialist teachers: 

 

 Our specialist teachers : 
 Mrs Jenni Westwood - Performing Arts 
 Mrs Ali Jakimiuk - PMP—Junior Phys Ed. 
 Mrs Liz Heading and Mrs Gai Robb - Reading 
 Recovery, Special Needs support 
 Ms Darlene Mason - ELMs 
 Ms Suzanne Rabl, Mrs Debbie Shaw-Dennis - 
 Phonemic Awareness Program 
 Mrs Anne Spittal - Specialist Support  
 Mrs Sanderson - EMU     (Extending Maths  

         Understanding)  start Term 2  
 
DON’T FORGET:       Next Monday, 11 February, is a curriculum day and children do not attend school. 
 
Next Wednesday, 13 February, our Twilight Athletics will be held between 5.30 and 7.30 pm.  Mr Hunter 
has organised a fantastic evening for all the children and families and we look forward to enjoying a very 
special evening.         ������������	
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Grade  Teacher Room  

Prep Mrs Jenny Peril 6 

Prep Mrs Allison Perry 7 

Prep Mrs Leanne Hillbrich 8 

Prep  Mrs Robin Prescott 9 

One Ms Lynda Gange 10 

One Ms Joanne Kaminski 11 

One  Mrs Diana Appleby 12 

One Mrs Gail Houghton 
and Mrs Marg. Quirk 

14 

Two Mrs Naomi Marsh 13 

Two Mr Matt Payne  15 

Two Miss Lisa Farmer 16 

Two Mrs Heather Gray 17 

Three  Mrs Denise Hall 18 

Three Mr Terry Lovell 19 

Three  Miss Natalie Forcucci 20 

Three  Miss Nancy Walker 28 

Grade  Teacher Room  

Tree/ Miss Sue Brown 25 

Four Mr Andrew Wakeling 24 

Four Mr Tim Gouge 26 

Four Mrs Judy Magee 27 

Five Mrs Marilyn van Diemen 21 

Five Mrs Maree Barry 22 

Five Mrs Sarah Sussman 23 

Five/Six Mr Jeff Smit 2 

Six Mrs Camelia Roman 1 

Six Mrs Gemma McCormick 3 

Six Miss Carly Foat 4 
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Give your kids the BEST start ever at school    Michael Grose © 2008  

 
Our Preps are starting their school life, others have returned to school after holidays. Many have changed from 
one school to another either as a result of a move. Whether your child is a starter, returner  or a changer this time 
of year offers an opportunity to get off on the right foot. This is important as kids’ success at school is often 
determined by how they start.  
The start of the year is a brilliant opportunity for a new beginning for those who may have struggled last year at 
school either academically or socially. A clean slate is important for some children and young people. The new 
year provides an opportunity for children to grow personally as they need to meet new challenges. Adapting 
successfully to change or altered circumstances is a basic life skill that we all learned as kids. Some kids do 
struggle in this area but with parental help they can easily succeed. 
Here are five things that you can do to help get your kids off to the BEST start ever and maximise this time of 
OPPORTUNITY: 
Pump UP the positives: Kids react differently to change and new circumstances. The good news is that they tend 

to take their cues from their parents. So be positive in your language and attitude toward the coming events. If 
school ‘sucks’ then point their attention towards the positives –  different friends, new activities or a ‘fun’ 
teacher. Find something positive for them to focus on.  

Be patient: It takes some kids longer than others to settle, make friends and move into a new routine. If kids are 
finding things a little tough let them know that things will get better. Resist the temptation to change 
situations that may not be ideal for your child. Be a supportive parent rather than a rescuer parent. Teach your 
kids the value of patience.  

Process what happens: Help children and teens process their new experiences and be willing to fill in the gaps 
of what they don’t see. Kids can be faulty observers forgetting that there maybe two sides to every story; 
and that there may be good reasons for schools doing what seem to be dumb things to them. Point out the 
pieces they don’t see.  

Play down blowouts: School and child-care can be tiring for kids as they negotiate new relationships, learn new 
 routines and adjust to new adults so they frequently become tired, grumpy and cantankerous at home. It’s 

hard to be good all day so parents often have to cop the brunt of their bad stuff for a time.  
Work out problems with the school: Work out the right channels and take any settling in issues to the right 

people at the right time. Don’t be in too much of a hurry though as you need to give kids a chance to settle.  
 Psychologically, the way a child starts a process will often determine his or her eventual success. Getting off 

to a good start does make a difference and parents are very much part of this process. So be prepared to 
focus more of your energies and attention toward children than usual as they settle in at this important time 
of the year. 
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CURRICULUM DAY IS ON MONDAY 11 TH FEBRUARY 

 
Our first curriculum day for the year is on Monday 11th February. We have contracted Lyn Watts, an educational 
consultant and former school principal, as our Consultant in Residence for 2008. As part of our new Strategic Plan, which 
was endorsed by the Education Department late in 2007, we are required to have a professional learning day for staff early 
in 2008. Lyn will train the teachers in the best way to address our priorities of Boys Education, English and Mathematics. 
School Council has given approval as these are all current priorities of the Education Department.  
 

Students do not attend school on this day. 

SPORTS REPORT 
 

Our Twilight Sports Evening to be held on the school oval will be held on Wednesday 13th February. The school’s 
fundraising committee will be selling hamburgers, sausages and drinks on the night. Families can arrive from 5pm 
onwards with picnic baskets, friends and relatives to join in the fun of the evening with children. This is a great chance to 
meet new members to our school community and to catch up with others who are not quite so “new”. 
Remember there is no charge for participation 

_______________________________________________ 
 

The school will be conducting swimming trials at Casey Arc on Monday 18th February. These trials are held as selection 
for the school team to participate at the District Swimming championships on February 26th. 
Children interested need to return the note previously sent home indicating their stroke of preference and the age group 
they compete in. 
 
Mr Hunter 



F.O.M. REPORT 
 

The F.O.M. (Friends Of Maramba) is a group comprising 
parents and friends of our Maramba community who enjoy 
getting together for coffee, friendship and to help support the 
school through fundraising activities. 
 
The AGM will be held in the staffroom on Monday 18 
February after assembly.  Everyone is invited to attend and 
new faces are always warmly welcomed.  The job 
descriptions for the roles can be found on the 
school noticeboards from Monday.  
 
Any interested person is eligible to take on a 
position.  We look forward to seeing you for 
coffee on 18 February. 

AUSTRALIAN AIR LEAGUE Inc. 
Berwick Squadrons       

OPEN NIGHTS 
Berwick Girls Squadron Open night is Monday 18 Feb. at 

7.00 at 59 Webb Street Narre Warren. 
Berwick Boys Squadron Night is Wednesday 13 Feb. at 7.00 

at Berwick Lodge Primary School. 
Information can be found by calling 9704 8376. 

1800 502 175 or at www.airleague.com.au 

Piano / Keyboard lessons 
 
These lessons are held in the Music Room on Fridays during school hours (including Recess & Lunch).  If any students 
from Grades 1 to 6 interested in learning to play, please return this form to the office. 
 
Joanne Clark 
� …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Name of student: …………………………………………..  Room No.: ……………    
 
Parent signature: …………………………………………… 
 
Mrs Joanne Clark will be available outside the Music Room on Fridays at 9.00 if you need to speak with her  

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN TO PLAY THE PIANO? 
 

 
              Individual Tuition      

 
 

                                         Friendly & caring environment 
 
 

                             Concerts, championships     
   
      
          Music Mind Games   
 
 

                                                                                 ANZCA and AMEB exams     
 

  
        Theory 
  

 
          Competitive Rates      

 
                    Phone 9704 0125 or 0411 714 654 for free consultation.   

What is CRE? 
CRE (Christian Religious Education) is a 30 min. weekly  
program for Prep to Year 6 students.  The Victorian 
Education Act and Regulations make provision for students 
to receive religious education as part of their schooling. 
 
CRE teachers representing the Christian churches are 
approved by the Minister for Education, and are fully 
screened and accredited through ACCESS ministries. 
 
The CRE curriculum  complements the state school 
curriculum, and has a focus on Values, and helping students 
make good life choices.  Students enjoy learning about God, 
Jesus, and stories from the Bible using songs, drama and 
activities. 

KARATE 
Sport and fitness, Confidence, Self defence, Discipline 

Lion Bushido Karate Academy...   
not just a sport, but a way of life. 

First lesson is free. 
Junior classes are held at  

Fountain Gate Primary School and  
Hillsmeade Primary School. 

Further details are available from 9887 4098 


